The Literacy Update
Read Better, Write Better, Feel Better

Azusa City Library Receives Grant

As of October, The Azusa City
Library received a major grant
from the Canyon City Foundation. The Canyon City Foundation is designed to fund and
promote “social welfare, education and the arts,” in the community of Azusa. The Canyon
City Foundation has been
steadily investing within the
community by granting more

than a million dollars to local
organizations. Along with the
library’s literacy programs,
Canyon City Foundation
distributes funds to organizations related to capacity
building and development,
physical health, academia,
youth leadership and many
more. The recipients of the
grant were announced on
October 4th, 2017 at the
Azusa City Council meeting.
The grant will assist with
various resources for the
Literacy program such as
services, new staff/
volunteers and a new English Citizenship class that will
be offered on Saturday

mornings starting in January.
The Canyon City Foundation
has been a strong supporter
of the Azusa City Library
Literacy program since the
launch of Grassroots ESL in
2013.
The Canyon City Foundation
provides funding for innovative programs that serve as
catalysts for community
building in Azusa. The foundation provides support to
501 (c)(3) organizations and
government entities that directly serve the community
of Azusa.
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Literacy Program Offering New Saturday morning Citizenship class
Beginning in January, the Azusa City Library’s Citizenship
program is offering a Saturday
morning class. The new class
will be held in the Auditorium
of the Library from 8:30-10
a.m. A third Citizenship class
has been in high demand for
quite some time. The newly
acquired grant from the Canyon City Foundation has provided us an opportunity to fulfill
this much needed class. The
Azusa City Library Literacy
program offers a Spanish

Stories Featured:

class on Monday evenings
and a bilingual class on
Tuesday mornings.
Also coming up, our Citizenship program will be
partnering with CARECEN
and host a Free Legal Citizenship workshop. The
workshop will be held in the
Library’s Auditorium Saturday, February 3, 10 am–
4pm. To register contact
Dolores Sanchez at 626812-5273 or
dsanchez@ci.azusa.ca.us.

Maria Valencia
Citizenship Specialist:

Dolores Sanchez
Citizenship Teacher:

Glorya Dominguez
Communications Intern:

Daniel Geletko
Azusa City Library
729 N. Dalton Ave.
Azusa, CA 91702
626-812-5232
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Volunteer Spotlight: Mike and Lucy
In every edition
of The Literacy Update, we as a program strive to show
appreciation and
shine the spotlight
on the work of our
volunteers. The
Azusa City Library
Literacy program

nity. Mike and Lucy teach an 8:30 A.M.
morning ESL class where lesson plans
are tailor-made to the student. Topics
range anywhere from literacy comprehension and vocabulary, to traffic rules and
everyday American culture. Through techniques like students reversing roles as
teachers and literacy wordplay, Mike and
Lucy have taken their volunteer work to a
higher level. They have also stepped out-

consists of three different programs and is
home to over 60 volunteers. Unique stories about self-less service and work ethic
are everywhere within our volunteer program, and one couple’s efforts in particular, come to mind when speaking upon
dedication.
Mike and Lucy are a couple who volunteer as ESL Tutors, at the Azusa Library’s
Grassroot ESL site, Lee Elementary.
They have each been with the program
for two years and have earned a wide
range of praise from peers and supervisors around the Grassroots ESL commu-

side the classroom and embedded themselves within the community of Azusa.
Having children that attend Lee Elementary,

Mike and Lucy have built genuine relationships with their students and neighbors who
take pride in knowing that their ESL class is
homegrown. Mike and Lucy grew up in the
Los Angeles neighborhood of Boyle
Heights. After deciding to migrate to the San
Gabriel Valley and have their kids attend
Lee Elementary. Lucy and Mike were recommended for ESL training when a staff
member was passing out ESL flyers at
school and discovered their advanced bilingual skills. Two years later they have a consistent foundation of students that keep
coming back. The most amazing aspect of
Mike and Lucy’s story is their dedication to
the program. Mike works the night shift at a
hospital where he does not arrive home till 2
A.M. Yet, you can always find him in classroom 1 at 8:30 a.m. On top of that, Lucy and
Mike are also parents to 8 children. They
exemplify what it means to be devoted parents, dedicated workers and most of all,
people who make a difference within the
community of Azusa. The Azusa City Library, Lee school parents and staff are extremely grateful for Mike and Lucy.

Grassroots ESL Site Spotlight: Dalton
Dalton Elementary has been a partner

with Grassroots ESL since its inception
in 2013. Each partnering site has a coor-

dinator that supports the tutors and
parents at that site. Dalton is coordinated by Bertha Mendieta. Dalton
was one of the first elementary
schools to see the value of providing
English as A Second Language
classes to the parents of the children who attend their school. Grassroots ESL’s primary mission is to
provide convenient locations where
English as a Second language tutoring sessions can be taught.
When asked if she’d seen the benefits of having an ESL class at Dalton
Bertha stated parents have shared

with her that they use their new English
skills at their doctors’ appointments, grocery
stores and in the community. She has seen
their confidence level soar!

Bertha Mendieta, Dalton Site Coordinator
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Profile in Courage: Marty Calanche
Marty Calanche is proud to be sitting on
the board at Proliteracy. Marty is an
Adult Learner and is delighted to be part
of an organization that provides resources and advocacy for literacy.
Marty discovered his struggles with
literacy at an early age. As a child at
Valley Dale Elementary School in Azusa, California, he noticed he was having trouble with reading and spelling. At
Slauson Middle School Marty started to
struggle in math as well where he was
tutored by his friend Rocky Dennis. In
1993, Marty moved to Tucson, Arizona
to apply for a job with Raytheon. They
required a GED and this motivated

Marty to seek help in attaining it. He
found support in Literacy Connect and
a cheerleader in Betty Stauffer and
her staff. He began to gain confidence
in his reading skills. While continuing
to work towards his goal of attaining
his GED with Literacy Connects, Marty
is an active participant on the Proliteracy Board. To learn more about
Marty’s motivating story you can
watch this short video from Proliteracy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=6pYluJLV0Qk
The Azusa Library’s Literacy Program
is proud of Marty Calanche and his
accomplishments!

Marty Calanche, Proliteracy Learner Board Member

Literacy Holiday Potluck!
To celebrate the generous nature of
the holiday season, The Literacy Program at the Azusa City Library will be
hosted a holiday potluck for participants of the literacy programs. These
programs include Adult Basic literacy,
Citizenship, Grassroots ESL, and
Leamos. Tutors and Volunteers were
encouraged to bring their favorite dish.
The potluck was held in the Auditorium

of the Library on December 5th
at 11:00 A.M. The gathering is
designed to not only celebrate
the goals accomplished
throughout the year, but also
cherish the bonds and relationships created within all Azusa
City Library’s programs.

Announcements
Grassroots
ESL is
always
actively
searching
for the next
inspiring English As a Second Language
tutor. The Azusa City Library is partnering
with the TESOL program at
Azusa Pacific University. The next ESL tutor
training will take place on the campus of
APU on Saturday January 13, 2018 9:001:00. Contact Arlene Calderon at
626-812-5266 to register.

The Literacy Staff would
like to congratulate
Communications Intern
Daniel Geletko! Daniel
will be graduating from
Azusa Pacific University
this December with his Bachelors' of Arts
in Communications. Daniel has brought
his creativity and enthusiasm to our program. Daniel’s possibilities are endless
and I have no doubt his successes will be
plenty. We thank him for his dedication
and commitment to our program.

Citizenship Teacher Glorya with Daniel

